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OLD Velasco, Texas’ first sez-
port and one of her most his.
toric spots, once a large, ‘Impor-
tant town, for many years has been
only a memory, The destruction
by storms and floods has been so
complete that scarcely, any trace
of the early settlement remains.
Mrs. T. A. Humphries of Freeport, |
author of the following article,
has caerfully compiled from au-
thentic sources the information it .
sets forth. Here and there his-'
toric incidents, well understood by |
students of Texas history, are in-|
troduced without preamble. |
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O spot in Texas is more his- |
toric than the site of Qld°
Velasco, where the foundation'!

; fused. ' Tts sands today leave

¢ Where the land ends at the
mouth, of the Brazos River, a

:
:
i
o
:

of Southwestern liberty  wus

an impression of a vast loneli-
Y ;

ness. * ’

few squatters’ huts and fishing |
shacks are scattered among the
flats.” Far across:-the green
waters of the gulf run the jet-
tics, where foaming. breakers
smash to geysers against piles
of jagged granite. Fishermen,
climb along the rocks. Occa-!

sionally an  occan liner i
glimpsed or a fishing boat
chugs past.  Otherwise thc!

waves s plash monotonously
and circling gulls squawk o\'cr-l
head
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There was once a popular ren-
dezvous for smugglers, slave trad-
ers and pirates. Here strode the
picturesque figure of Jean La Fitte;
here flames ledped high and cap-
tives walked the plank. Ly

On a foggy day in late Decem-
ber of 1821, u Dbattered, salt-en-
crusted schooner dropped anchor’
at the mouth of the Brazos and un-
loaded the first settlers of Austin's
colony. The ship, with its cargo of
tools, seeds and supplies, sailed
westward and failed to veturn. It
left the settlers helpless and be-
wildered on this grim, drift-covered
shore. :

Among piles of drvift logs they
set to work making dugout canocs.
Late one afternoon they heard
shouts above the roar of the break-
ers. Straightening  thefr weary
backs, saw a 40-foot ecanoe, carry-
ing five persons, zpproa thing from
the gulf. A wiry iittly old man
climbed over the side and waved
his coon-skin cap.

“Hoo-ray for "'exas,” he “cried.
“Tfolks, 1I'm Old Mun Frawzier, come
plumb from . Calcasicu, Louisiina,
in this canoe an' we're reaay to
jine you in the setilin® of Toxas.”
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Yort Once Stood Theve,

Somewhere under salt c:edars and
sand dunes lies the fouradation of
the Mexican fort where U ‘gartechea
and his trained forces we re routed
in the battlc of Vclusce n 1832,
The settlers, infurinted biz the im-
prisonment of their cowarades at
Anahuac, mavnned
Brazoria and sailed to t)ie mouth
of the Brazos., where thiey
halted by the Mexicans.

The “Texans atlucked

hid behind d
unerring aim.
huge negro laughed and-,
though he were at a picn:ie,

I A log of driftwona
one of the concrote bloe
the Kantey family

» resting on .
ks made by |
many years ago!

i the first atfeMpt to build the

Brazos jetties, 5 A it
S 2.°A squatter’s hut on the beach
near the site of Old. Velaseo, where
merchants once sat in their, ecount-
ing houses, planning.to send  car-
goes by clipper ships to New. York
and-to other ports. ! AR

3. The Velasco' light. near the
site of Old Velasco. It is a beacon
for mariners at sea. .

4. Part of what is now the Intra-
Coastal Canal project. It once was
‘@ canal dug with slave labor, that
sleamboats might” dock at planta- |
itlon wharves for.cargoes of cotton'!
«and return with luxuries from the:
‘elties of the coast. 1

5: The Brazos -jettics which a)
beneficent federal government has
flung into the water far out intoy
the gulf as a harbor improvement,’
6. Salt cedars, which mark the: !
Lgeneral avea where’ the battle of
‘Velasco was fought in 1832, the’
first real fight in the struggle of
Texas for independence. ‘
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in every direction. The comman-
der of the vessel refused to l‘i{.:ht‘
and sat in the cabin making cart-!
rvidges. A cannon ball Jrom tlm‘
fort drove a pillow through his
body. This engagement was the
first armed protest against Mexican
despotism. g . .

On these now barren sands, to-

were Mexico.

ward the salt marshes, Stephen I
Austin_ passed o night of mentul,
agony in 1835, ¥e had rveturned,’

a schiooner at-broken in health, from two years of:

imprisonment in the dungeons of
Before entering the har-
bor of Velasco, he witnessed an ox-'

the fort change of shots between Mexican.
both from sea and from la nd, They
rift logs and : firved with imminence of revolution,
On the scthooner a
sang as nhot ready, he was in despair, That
Glee- night
fully he discharged hig hlu nderbuss 0f A ustin
" chack and forth along the

‘edpe, seeking comfort for h

and Texan vessels and realized the
Fearing that the colonists wore
until

dawn

the frail figure,
could

be seen pacing!
water's
is trou-
bled heart in the myriad voices of

{ the waves, When the sun climbed



from  the  tumbling * waters, his
course was planned. ITe determin-
ed to call for a general consultation
of the settlers. 5

Salt grass now bends in-the wind
where Velasco merchants sal an
their connting houses and mapped
trade with New York City and for-
cign ports.  Above the muddy wi-
ter of the Brazos were wharves and
warehouses owned by Meliinney &
Willidms,  In 1831, IBdwin Waller,
merchant of Velasco, shipped a
schooner load of cotton to Mata-
movos, Mexico, where it sold for
621 cents a pound,. Much of old
Velasco was owned by John A. and
Willinnt 1l. Wharton. Many years
Inter it was zold to an agent of the
Inglish Rothuchilds, who planncd
to build a great seapovt,
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Santa Anna Prisoner "There.

Driftwood and scuttling sand-
crabs cover the spol where, on May
14, 1836, Santa Anna and President
Burnet of the young 'I'exas Repub-
Jlie signed the treaty of peace be-
tween ‘lexns and Mexico,  Iroin
there the Mexican dictator wrote
to his generals, instructing them to
withdraw their forces beyond the
Nio Grande, It was a red letter
day in the history of the Southwest.

There Santa Anna was held pris-
oner on (he  ship Independence,
while Velasco eitlzens lighted huge
bonfires along the beach and loud-

.
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: )
Iy insisted that™ the Mexican bel
Iynched. Yoo Sy

On shipboard. Santa Anna sat at!
a plain pine table. He was writing |
long, haughty letters dgemanding
his release. Between times he gazed |
scornfully at the sea gulls and the |
waves. On a dark night, when the

tide was low, he was smpgeled
shore and taken to safely at Co-
hnnbia.

Joxtending from the old chan-
nel of the Brazos toward \Wesl
Bay is  an exceptionally wide
portion of | the Intra-Coastal!
Canal. ' It~ marks the course.

of the old steamboat canal, dredged
in the fifties, for transportaing cot-
torn and sugar from the rich plan-
tations of Brazoria County to Gal-
veston.

Along ~ this  winding
edged with wild flowers and tali
marsh grass, splashed the paddle
wheel=s of river boats, while banjos
tinkled, mervy parties danced and

streom,

plantations were won or lost hy
the turn of a curd. \

o O O .
Once Gay, Desolate Now.

The desolite beach of today was
once lined with pretentions swuni-
mer hoimes - of  wWealthy planters
from IFort  Bend, Brazorin and

Matagorda conntics, who camel
with their familles and veunues of
slaves to spend the holidavs.

On a sarvly ridge in the neigh-|
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horhood of the coast guard station
stands a clump of: gnarled sal
cedars and the crumbling ruin o
a huge brick cistern. They are al
that remain of the palatial summe
Jhome c¢f the Herndons, one of th
wealthiest and most influentiy
‘families of the OIld South., It
founder is said to have owned on
million acres of Texas land, *

During slavery days this spo
was occupied by a stately whit
mansion, surrounded by wid
porches and  supported by solil
colonial columns. It was the talles
house along the coast and coull
be seen so far at sea that it becaqpy
a landmark, and sallors steeres
their course by its coat of snow:
gleam. It stood on the highes
point of Jand and was used as |
lookout by the nelghborhood.
. The house contained 12 larg
rooms. Those of the lower- floo
were connected by folding door|
so that they could be thrown intd
one huge ballroom. The Herndon
were famous for brilliant enter
thinments where guests assemble
from many wmiles. :

Ladies in  hoopskirts = drifte,
down the wide stairway and curt
sied to black clad men, Fiddle
scraped, youthful couples strolle:
on'the long veranda and listene(
,to the musical cries of negroe.
who were loading cotton and sugai
on clipper ships. B

During the lazy summer " days
the 'ladles and their house guest
iounged at ease In the seclusion o.
the upper bnc‘k porch. Tight stays
discarded, they chatted and £OS
siped while black women wavec
ralmetto fans and carrfed cooling
drinks.

The house was surrounded by
salt cedars and oleanders. Hidde:
among the shrubbery was an iced
house with concrete walls. In the

>3
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Feral gumboats. In order. that, en-

ships could not _enter " the
%ngos, lthe Confederate soldiers
barred. the channel with live oak
logs driven Into the bottom of ‘the
stream. -’ d s > R

o o o |7
An Ambitious Plan. 33 o
. Scattered among the boulders at
the shore end of the jettles arc
many  square - concrete  blocks.
Thereby hangs a tale. For more
than half a century- after settle-
ment was made on the Brazos, a
crescent-shaped bar formed at the
mouth of the river-with ‘each rise.
Ships were often imprisoned in the
harbor for months, The first gov-
ernment contract for improvement
of the Brazos River was let to the
Kanters of Holland, Mich., for con-

I struction of the jetties. The father

and four sons, expert dike builders,
originally ‘were f{rom the Nether-
lands, The father, set in the ways
of the old world, would not speak
Inglish and his sons served as in-
terpreters. While they discussed
contracts, the old man puffed on
his pipe and grunted ‘in guttura)
bass. : e $or a6

The filve men came from Michi-
gan to bid for the job and stayed
through the years of 1879 1880 and
1881. Thelr first move was to lét
a contract for the construction of
a fleet of barges, Next they made
several thousand wooden forms and
hired as many laborers as they
could find. ’ :

‘Twe large., flimslly-constructed
wooden houses were built near the
river for the use of the workmen,
and were known as the “Kanters
shanties.”

Men were employed to haul
crushed shell and sand from the
beach. It was mixed with cement
brought by sailing wvessels from
Portland, and molded with the

spring of each year a shipload of]
‘ice was brought from the North.
carefully pdcked in sawdust and
! A fort was maintained at Velasco
quring the four years of civil war
and the beach was patrolled by
men in gray. The coast defense was
under the ¢ ommand of General
Bates and Col. R. R. Brown.

The harbor was closed by fed-

;stored for the use in the summer.:

wooden forms into blocks of uni-
form size. 3

In another dlvision of the proj-
ect, scores of men were employed
‘along Oyster Creek and the Brazos
to cut willow and cottonwood
,brush, which was barged to the
mouth of the river and woven with
jwire into ‘“‘mattresses’” three or
four fect thick and about 25 feot
square, These were weighted, taken
out. on barges and carefully sub-




merged in line. The concreie blocks
avere then lowered and seitled o
the foundation of the mattresses

At the expivation of their con

tract, the Kanters retnrned to
Michigan. Although  they  had
worked - industriously for thred

yea

i Svndicate secored a government,
"contract to build the jetlies with
Texas granite.,
o o O
Old Brick Itoad Uncovered.
Buried under a scction of sall
{ marsh where no house has beor
“known to stand since the dawn o
"Pexas history. lies an ancient red
brick road. After the lirazos Jtivel
flood of 1013, the highest withii
a century, Mrs. A, I Shannon o
Velasco walked along a ridge thal
skirts the beach and noticed tha
the flood had cut wide slashe
across the salt marsh, Suddenly eh
saw at her feet a lon;z section o
red brick road, swept clean and i
mood condition.

She called her husband and the
‘made a thorough inspection of th
"old hlghway. They found it was n
wider than necessary for one Wi
on or carringe and was conslrnete
of hard red brick—-a type not mad
Cin 'lexas. For more than 100 yard
fit was bare, with scavcely a h}'h-l

oternal splash of the waves,

s, the conerete jetties mado lit- marsh, Lhev found that it beganj
Ue showing. In 1889, the Farwellfo 0 const and led to the “Old

Other gections were deep |
in pickic wrass which had sprung!
up between the bricks. The road
appavently had been buried under
(wo feet of dirt before the flood.
Mr. and Mrs. Shannon traced the
road - for a mile across the walt i

missinge.

Steamboat Landing” on the cannl,

which betore being dredged was
known as last Union Bavou. g
Mr. Shannon had lived in the !

community from the time that the
bavou was changed into a steam-
boat canal. His family had settled
there long before but he had never
heard of the road. He made eareful
inquiry among old settlers whose
memory went bevond his own but
no one knew anything about it.

When the 1915 hurricane swept
tha gulf waters Inland, the old
brick road was hidden again by

flood deposits. Today, deep under
pickle grass and wild flowers, it
still leads ac s the salt marshes.
itn seerets locked in the coffers of
the past,

What sailing vessels brought the
bricks from a distant shore? Whose
hands laid*the road with such skill

that after a century it still is in-
tact” Who traveled this lonely
tail?  There 15 no answer bt the

mocking ery of the seagnil and the



