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Capitals of the Lone Star

Texas Has Had Eight of Them and Austin Defended Its Right to the Honor
With Cannon In the “Bloodless Archives War,” Defying Sam Houston Himself

NE may boast that the capitol build-
ing of Texas cost $60,000 000 or
one may explain why it did. The

average Texan does not bother to explain,
however, he merely boasts; boasts of the capitol just as he does
of Texas resources from producing the best circus fleas to the
great output in cotton and oil. And the capitol at Auslin is the
largest stale building in the world, no matter what the cost.

In imposing grandeur of native pink granite it covers three
acres, and if one wishes to figure floor space in acres there are
eighteen, and to bring the granite to the city required the laying
of ninety-five miles of railroad. For this great cdifice Texas
gave 3,000,000 acres of land to a building synidicate. Texas
land in 1881 was not parlicularly valuable, one dollar an acre
was a good price, and the fact that the syndicate later sold the
land for much more proves the statement of the $60,000.000
capitol. In present day figures it is seemingly an extravagant
c}::peéxdilture, but at that time Texas congratulated herself on
the deal.

Texas wanted a structure that would be magnificent, colossal,
a display for pride. Her independence and liberty had becn so
sacrificingly won that it deserved a glorious monument, and her
future might hold greatness undreamable—Texas would build
a capitol worthy of it all!

The stepping stones to this state house of millions were little
frame houses in rural communities, legislative halls which were
far from cities and railroads, and the first potentates of the
young nation could not even be sure of a safe meeting place,
they were likely to be routed by invading Mexicans or Comanches.
They dragged the government about, from place to place, but
their wanderlust was one for peace.

San Felipe was the first seat of government. There the colo-
nists of Austin’s Colony daringly gathered and discussed their
woes. Slate grievences were expected to be taken to Coahuila,
the district to which Texas belonged, but private ones werc
loudly expressed in San Felipe.

On October 1, 1832 a general council was called and the
colonists started the ball of freedom rolling, a ball which
gathered momentum and exploded in a revolutionary bomb four
years later. At this first general conference the delegales wrote
a petition which they sent to the government in Coahuila, making
specific protests.

By CARRIE J. CROUCH

Austin - with  his  unquenchable fightin
spirit who undertook the perilous 14k uf
presenting their desire to the Mexican goy.
ernment in Mexico City. It cost Ayyi,
more than a year in a Mexican prison and great hardship l,“:
he returned to San Felipe to give directions in the growing revgs,.
tion, and it was here he later wrote: “War is declared. pypy
opinion has proclaimed it with one voice. The campaign 4,
opened.”

Austin continued to send appeals to the colonists and in $yp
Felipe he was elected commander-in-chief of the army, g
here, too, a provisional government was created with Hepry
Smith as governor, dictating the work that was carried on ynyy
the first Congress was called to meet at Washinglon-on-the.
Brazos.

HE first constitutonal congress met March 1, 1836 at Wash.
ington-on-the-Brazos, and while the little town had a name
of distinction it had little elsc. ‘The municipal attractions con-
sisted of some ffty houses, with scarcely more than one hundred
population, and not one of the buildings had a seating capacity
for ffty-eight delegates. There was, however, a newly com.
pleted blacksmith shop whose propietor was one of the zealous
patriots, and the one minister of the community as well. The
Rev. Noah L. Byers placed benches in his shop, and fitted it for
the momentous occasion, and the warm hospitality of the “village
smith” overcame in part the icy blast of a late Texas northem
The flapping curtain at the opening of the shop did not tend
toward privacy any more than protection, but the interested
people of the countryside were at least respectful. ‘They tip-toed
in and out. There was nothing to record the human interes
features of the convention, no news hawks, no private wires, no
radio, no printing presses, not even a paper to report il.

Texas, nevertheless, has always been proud of its first repre
sentatives. Twenty-five counties in the state have been named
for delegates to that first convention. The members were out-
standing in the colony, practically all had had legislalive experi-
ence in other states, and contributed a broad point of view for
the organization.

It is Samuel Houston who has come down through history as
the man of the hour in Texas independence, but Richard Elfis
was the acting president, and Samuel P. Carson was the most

celebrated in consti

They asked that the
Mexican  immigra-
tion law be repealed,
a.Jaw which prohib-
ited settlers from
the United States;
they asked that Tex-
as be made a sepa-
rate state from Coa-
huila, and requested
that  the English
language be used in
all government af-

fairs,  Stephen F.
Auslin presided at
this meeting and
was the guiding
hand.

One year later
they met again in
San TFelipe and
wrote in more em-
phatic terms their
wishes for independ-
ence, and though
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Texas constitution was clearly pat-
after that of the United States, and it
adopted one hour after its hirst and only
1ing. Those hours of composition were tense,
aboring not only under weighty problems and
neavy work of drafting so great a aocument the
members held themselves together under the
sirain of an approaching encmy army.  They
knew the Mexicans were ready to strike, would
strike somewhere.

N THE sccond day of the convention the

blow came—a letter from Colonel Travis.
He was beseiged in the Alamo. He was calling
for reinforcements. General IHouston hurriedly
left the convention but the rest labored on, com-
pleting the declaration that day, March 2, and
on the sixth of March the Alamo fell.

Washington-on-the-Brazos was the capital of
the republic only nineteen days for it was in the
path of the Mexican army, und the officials were
forced Lo move Lo safety. They established the
government at Harrisbury, with D. G. Burnet
the elected president.,

Harrisburg was in reality only the country
estate of John Richard Harris. He had been
one of Austin's first “300" colonists, a man of
great ability and energy and he had explored the Texas coasl,
found the head of river navigation and there secured almost § 000
acres. Buying schooners and sloops, building a store, he estab-
lished a line of commerce between New Orleans and Texas. But
this line of trade was just well opened when Harris contracted
yellow fever in New Orleans and died.

Mrs. Harris had not yet moved to Texas when she received
the news of her husband's death, yet she was undaunted by the
cruel blow. She left at once for Texas with her two young sons
and took up the work her husband had started. Accepting each
new experience with a pioneer’s fortitude she was not discon-
certed when the capital of the Republic moved in on her. She
cstablished the newcomers in comfort.

The location of the Harris home was at the junclion of the
Brazos and Buffalo and was a point of considerable vantage, so
muych so that it appealed to the entire staff and later President
Burnclt was insistenlly in favor of making it the permanent
capital, X

News of the continual advance of the Mexicans prevented Har-
risburg from long being the scat of government, and the Harris
family as well as the official one made a speedy departure.

Harrisburg was burned. Mrs. Harris went back to the ruins of
her home after the reyolution and ‘announced she would build
again. - She built on a larger scale, with real luxury for the times,
for through her eastern connections she learned that the home of
Governor Tompkins of New York was to be razed and she pur-
chased much of the interior. ‘The fine old paneling, the massive
doors and even door knobs and andirons were brought to Texas.

Old Capitol at Houston
IHer home was one of the show places of the state and later be-
came the hotel of Harrisburg.

When the cabinet left Harrisburg they planted the scat of
government on Galveston Island, which secemed during those
perilous times, much safer than the mainland. It was here that
the news of San Jacinto victory was received, and this termina-
tion of the revolution prompted another change in the capital.

2

#
RESIDENT BURNET and his staff moved to Velasco. Safety

was no longer the all absorbing question but Velasco had no
special features for the scat of government and President Burnet
called the next session of Congress to meet at Columbia.

On the first Monday in October, 1836, the first congress of the
new republic met. It was well known that one of the chicf
issues would .be the question of a permanent capital, and all the
principal towns had their representatives. Strong claims were pre-
sented by Goliad, Velasco, Matagorda, Washington-on-the-Brazos,
and Houston, and Houston was finally selected by a majorily
of votes.

Upon official inspection and closer scrutiny Houston did not
come up Lo the picture presented by its boosters.  But the citizens
were quick to make promises and started a capitol building at
once, This large frame building became the Capitol- Hotel a
few years afterwards, and still later was replaced by a brick
structure which carries the same name, \

There was, however, always a dissatisfaction over the location.
Some of the officers complained of lack of space, others of the
climate, and objections were brought forth at every>session.

Eventually, in October, 1837, Congzess
appointed a committee to find a betfer

situation, and a month later another com-
mittee was named Lo personally investi-
gale the selection made by the first com-
mission. The little town of Bastrop was
recommended by both groups ahd they
secured an option on a tract of land. “But
this did not settle the question. Congress
accepted the report of the commission;
President Houston vetoed it.  And the
capital was a question mark to the end of
the republic’s days.

A congressional proviso had been made

that the capital should not be fur-
ther changed until 1840. and President
Houston held to that. stating it with char-
acleristic directness. Congress upheld the
president’s  veto but a  bhill was soon
brought up in congress for the change in
1840. This bill went so far as to select
a name for the city and to state the num-
ber of leagues of land to be incorporated.

Capitol at Austin In 1870

The capital of Texas was to be called
Austin, and to (Continued on page 23)



Capitals of the Lone Star

sstoof twelve leagues o land, one of
aich was to be reserved for a state uni-
versity.  When President Lumar came into
oflice he appointed a commission to choose
the new site, and this commission made a
Jong tour and extensive exploration, finally
deciding on a small settlement on the Colo-
rado River, thirty-five miles above Bastrop.
The settlement was only four families and
was called Waterloo.
Waterloo was a surprise to the general
citizenry of the republic. Few had so much
as heard of the community, but as the se-

(Continued from page 7)

mated that it would be.  The citizens of
Austin were not so sure of that. They
wished to live at the capital, and they had
no particular fancy for following it around,
or for giving up the prestige of the town.

N DECEMBER. 1843, President Hous-
ton sent thirty-five state troopers to
remove the records. They got so far as to
place them in a wagon. Then the popula-
tion of Austin charged.
Historians report the incident as the
Archives War, but while one cannon was

Washington-on-Brazos Today

lection scemed unanimous with the com-
mission, congress and the president, which
nccomplished the feat, the new town of
Austin, aliss Waterloo, was quickly on the
mental map of the republic. Whenever
objections were evinced the members of
the project were ready to describe the pur-
ple billlop of Austin, the rolling prairices,
the fertile soil, the bountiful water, and
mmense possibilities.

AUS’I‘IN was born with a silver spoon in
her mouth; she came into the world

8 @pltal of a nation. Streels and avenues
;:Y:Ilel(;l,m off, the city was platted and
"“l’)'l‘ l()clol)cr 17, 1839, President Lamar
o I‘I staff arrived. The population was
'\"lm\\\;:‘l: lro move in, long caravans, set-
of e .‘lff',"!hc.s‘ those without, v«;hiclcs
ety h), descripion and transportation of
n brought the new citizens. The

4

':!“ll ::emcd atlast able to be proclaimed.
< ""“.:: Nol. It might have passed the
t’“llrd of protest but it had not entirely
oy (o] It new wooden capitol, the
WL Slal\ﬂ' l}w ambassadors from the
) the “nrl(lbl llznglnnd, and France might
W oo g i : ll‘_l:ll 1L was a recognized capi-
o b PUOlIC and A nation, but it did

'nm’ Ir‘“ all of Texas '

f ! X,

f-u A """Ilh)ll\:l?l-) had a second adminis-
:"“'"mini td no more respect for
3 TSt selection and the site of
e had { on and the site o
A in his first teym.  He

Matin |
M“\‘vl A
k- thyy ”‘:“:_' Was too far on the fron-
£ 16 {e “pial should he brought

mie i
trior, and he strongly inti-

in action and the troops retreated across
the river, there were no fatalities. The Aus-
tin contingent recaptured the records and
the soldiers retreated still further—empty-
handed. The city of Austin placed a guard
at the Capitol and this was maintained as
long as Texas was a republic.

President Houston, however, did not
change his private opinion or his official au-
thority. He continued to declare Austin
was too exposed to Mexicans and Coman-
ches for serious transaclion of government
affairs, and he called his next session of

Congress at old Washington-on-the-Brazos
The legislative body did not have access to
the records but it went on with its work.
Houston held Congress al Washington-on-
the-Brazos—Austin held the records.

Anson Jones had just been clected to the
presidency of the republic when the United
States accepted the annexation of Texas.
He had not yet had time to take part in
the capital controversy, but he stood in
front of the building at Austin and deliv-
ered his farewell address, lowered the Lone
Star flag and raised the Stars and Stripes.
There Governor. J. P. Henderson made his
inaugural speech.

The old capitol building burned on No-
vember 9, 1881, and $50,000 was immedi-
ately appropriated for a temporary struc-
ture. Then Texas turned to thoughts of a
greater capitol, one worthy of the largest
state in the Union.

HE one feasible plan for sccuring a

costly building was setting aside state
Jand and ofiering it to a building concern.
This was done; the land was advertised,
and on January 1, 1882 bids were opened
and the contract finally let to the Farewell
Syndicate of Chicago, which became com-
monly known as the Capitol Syndicate.
Land had a valuation of fifty cents and a
dollar an acre then, but the land was held
by the company for years and it had a nat-
ural increase of great value, some of it
bringing $50 an acre,

Austin, the capital, is different from little
Waterloo of “’39.” It is hard to believe
that the broad, beautiful Congress Avenue
was once the bed of a creek, the fishing
stream and swimming hole of the commu-
nity; that Comanches in war paint paraded
up and down; that food was hauled from
Houston and required a month to make the
trip; that bacon sold for one dollar a
pound, and flour brought $100 a barrel. And
at that time Auslin was a world capital.

San Felipe—Washington-on-the-Brazos—
Harrisburg — Galveston—Velasco—Colum-
bia—Houston—old capitals of Texas, some
of them resting (Continued on page 32)




San  Felip—Washington-on-the-
Drazos—Iinrrisburg —QGalveston—
Velasco—Columbin—Houston—old
capitals of Texns, someo of them
resting entirely on the glory of the
past.  Washington-on-the- Brazos
ranks first in historleal signif-
cance and the stnte hns made a
park there, the schoo! children of
Texnr hnve crected a monument,
and recently n replica of the old
hlacksmith shop has been bullt.

The great capitol in Austin may
have taken three milllon acres: it
may Lo valued at $60,000,000 but
Texas is proud of it, Texas may
bonst, but she Is fitted to quote the -
words of Mnculey: “A people |
that tnkes no pride In tho noble !
achievements of remote ancostors :
wlll never achieve anything worthy
to be remembered with pride by !
their descendants.” !




